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Board of  Directors 
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Mark Halleck 

VP Vocations: 
Donna Rueby 

VP Membership: 
Sandie Taylor 

VP Programs/Hospitality: 
  Programs:    Gary Estess 
  Hospitality: Diddy Muck 

VP Communications: 
        Lynn Lucas 

Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer: 

Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary: 

Jim Stevenson 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 

Trustees: 
Melia Reed, Charlie 

Garland, Arlane Sponaugle 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

“At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity 
for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like 
sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask 
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his 
harvest.” 

Matthew 9:36-38
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Holy Spirit at Work 
The month of  June is the priestly anniversary month of  many priests. This is due 
largely to the fact that seminaries end their academic year in late May or early June 
and the ordination of  the final year class marks the end of  the school year. 
Congratulations to all the priests of  our archdiocese who are celebrating their 
anniversaries this month. I like to particularly congratulate the seven priests ordained 
last year whose 1st anniversary is on 1st of  June. We pray for those who will be ordained 
as priests this month that Jesus the Eternal High Priest will fill them with love and 
humility to serve. June 24 marks my 20th priestly ordination along with eight other 

priests of  the Missionary Society of  St. Paul. I am grateful to God for the call. I am 
grateful to the people of  God who helped me to answer the call and continue to assist me to say ‘yes’ to God every 
day. With the coronavirus pandemic, the challenges of  being witnesses to the hope that we have in Christ is 
enormous but with joy we continue to share that hope. Our joy as priests is made possible by the people of  God that 
we serve. May we all allow the Holy Spirit to work through us and in us in our various state of  life to the glory of  
God.  

For us Christians, Pentecost day marks the birth of  the Church. It was a very memorable day when the Holy Spirit 
descended on the apostles and other disciples who were gathered in the upper room with Mary, the mother of  Jesus. 
The disciples and apostles learnt about Jesus when he was with them. He described himself  in many ways including 
the famous John 14:6 where he said: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.” Even though Jesus preached, worked 
miracles, and instructed his disciples, they were not able to grasp his teachings and they failed to understand that he 
had to suffer, and that in his name they will do great things.  

After the disciples received the Holy Spirit, they were able to grasp many of  what Jesus taught them. Of  course, Jesus 
had told them in his farewell speech that he had many things to teach them, but they would not be able to handle it 
until they receive the Holy Spirit (John 16:12-14). All through the Easter season, we read from the Acts of  the 
Apostles at our daily and Sunday Masses. We noticed how the timid followers of  Jesus became courageous and 
fearless after they received the Holy Spirit. We read that the apostles allowed the Holy Spirit to guide them in many 
decisions they made. Even when the early Christians were persecuted, they did not allow themselves to be crushed 
but used their dispersion from Jerusalem as a springboard for evangelization wherever they went. Jesus was right, 
through the Holy Spirit, his disciples were able to do a lot of  what he did on earth. They even went beyond by 
bringing the good news to the Gentiles too. These Christians went to places that Jesus was not able to visit in his 
short time on earth. All that was due to the power of  the Holy Spirit.  

Our church continues to depend on the power of  the Holy Spirit. This is the era of  the Holy Spirit. We 
often neglect or fail to recognize the power of  the Holy Spirit in the church. This third person of  the Holy 
Trinity completes our understanding of  God. It is the Spirit that urges us to do good and to answer the 
Christian call. As we conclude the season of  Easter by celebrating Pentecost, we continue the Ordinary 
Season of  the church. This ordinary time is nothing but ordinary because the Holy Spirit is here among us 
to continue the work of  evangelization just as he did on Pentecost day. The Holy Spirit empowers us to 
express our faith that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of  the Father. If  we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit, we will 
be amazed by what we can do through his power working in us.  

Father Felix 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

It has been said that, "Adversity does not build character, it reveals it". These 
times of  adversity we currently find ourselves in will certainly alter and shape 
each of  our lives. During our first Serra Club of  Northeast general membership 
meeting on Zoom,         Fr. Richard McNeillie told us just how important and 
sustaining our prayers are, and asked us to continue praying for vocations and for 
our priests and all those in religious life.  Let us use this time of  separation and 
distancing as a time to deepen our commitment to praying for vocations and an 
overall deepening of  our prayer life and relationship with our Lord and Savior.  

It has also been said that, God does not call the qualified, he qualifies the called. So, I ask each of  you 
to pray for me as I humbly follow in the sizable footsteps of  Melia and Doug Reed and Donne 
Rueby and all the current and previous Board members who have established such a solid 
foundation for our club since its inception. We have such an amazing club and everyone’s 
participation and prayer in our mission is what will sustain us through these challenging times. 
May God Bless each of  you and your loved ones as we navigate these uncertain waters.  I look 
forward to the time when we can see each other in person again very soon. 

Mark

Serra Northeast of  Houston Officers 

President:  Mark Halleck 
VP Vocations:  Donna Rueby 
VP Membership:  Sandie Taylor 
VP Programs : Gary Estess 
VP Hospitality:  Diddy Muck 
VP Communication:  Lynn Lucas, Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer:  Bob Sponaugle 
Secretary:  Jim Stevens 
Chaplain:  Father Felix 
Trustee: Melia Reed, Charlie Garland, Arlane Sponaugle 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter:  Mary Lou Purello 

Congratulations to our 2020 officers! Thank you for stepping forward to direct the affairs of  the club for the 
year. Our outgoing officers did an outstanding job and we appreciate their relentless efforts to promote vocations. 
May God bless the new officers and may the Holy Spirit guide and direct you as you find ways to continue to 
promote the mission and vision of  the club in our area. 
St. Junipero Serra, Pray for us! 

	Fr. Felix



!4

Serra Northeast of Houston  
First ZOOM Meeting

President Mark Halleck hosted our first Zoom meeting

I SPY…….. 
Maggie & Mark, Melia & Doug, Arlane & Bob, Betty & Charles, Kathy & Bruce, Gelly 
and Gary, Donna, Mary Lou, Sandie, Charlie, Sheila, Father Richard, Marybeth & Joe, 
Eileen & Tony, Kathy and Jack.  Hint: look at the side bars
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Serra Northeast of Houston  
First ZOOM Meeting

Father Richard’s smiling face joined our Zoom meeting with 
updates on vocations at the archdiocese. He shared some of the 
following observations,  We are so used to being “event driven” 
that we are having to adjust to a new way.  The Seminarians are 
taking their classes on-line and right now there are just a few 
living at the seminary.  Some of our seminarians are here from 
Rome as the North American College in Rome is closed.  We are 
learning to adjust!  We are calling it “Monastic Convocation”.  
Mostly we are apart in our rooms, but we have gone outside and 
enjoyed swinging on a rope swing.  Yes, even me!


God is good. We have 11 new seminarians who have been 
accepted before the shut down. One man especially needs our 
prayers as he not only does not have family support, but the 
family opposes his decision and opposes the Catholic faith.


Father has been initiating on-line and day long social distancing 
retreats, and has been pleased with the response.  


The priestly ordinations are scheduled for June 6 and details will 
be announced.  


Father informed us of a need for the seminarians - namely - food!  
The kitchen will be closed and we, Serrans have already agreed 
to help.


Father Richard also was very grateful and pleased and thanked 
all that were involved in the beautiful stained glass that is now in 
his office.  The endeavor was spear headed by Eileen and Diddy 
and the project was finished by the skillful hands of Robin Rueby 
who built not only the frame but the light box so it can shine.


One of the good happenings due to this pandemic, said Father, 
was seeing in young people a stirring, - what should I do with my 
life? - people are thinking of meaning for their lives.
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Thank you for serving as an officer so selflessly   

Melia Reed: President 
Charlie Garland, Treasurer 
VP Programs/Hospitality: Eillen and Tony Benvegnu 
Secretary: Kay Nelson 

SERRA NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON  

“Zooming” Board meeting - May 18

It has certainly been and unexpected and unconventional spring but it is my prayer 
that you find the blessings that God places in every day. For me its been good 
books, de cluttered closets, clean windows, and prayers for each of  you. As I retire 
as president, I look forward to continuing our friendships and the work we are 
doing as a club. Your servant’s hearts have made it possible to do a remarkable 
number of  things, remarkably well. It has been an honor to work with each of  you 
in God’s vineyard.  

Thank you for your award winning newsletter! I love cutting out the thoughts and 
prayers on the last pages and taping them in my journal. I look forward to 
beginning to learning how you do your magic.  

Happy Memorial Day! 
Melia
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 Serra International. 

So many Serrans help in so many ways to make Serra Northeast of  Houston a strong, prayerful 
service organization.  

 Consider and pray how you can be a part of  these endeavors. 

31 Club	 Adoration and 
Benediction…

Shalom Center St. Mary’s Seminary 
activities

7 Serrans… Adopt a Seminarian/
Postulant

Altar Server 
Recognition

Prayer Contest

Priesthood Sunday… Spiritual Bouquets Ordination Anniversary 
and birthday 
Remembrances

Newman Connection

6 Parishes: - 
St. Mary Magdalene, St. Dominic, St. John of  the Cross, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Martha, St. Leo the Great

UPDATE: 
The convention has been CANCELLED.  Keep posted for updates, they are 
planning to re-schedule this conference in New Orleans for 2022, and plans are 
being made to schedule an international conference in Toronto, Canada, July 
1-4, 2021.  Click Serra International  link for additional information.

SERRA USA AND SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

SERRA IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 

Nine households provided a meal of  brisket & chicken, green 
beans, baked beans, mac and cheese, potato casserole, fruit salad, 
veggie salad, bread, dessert and an assortment of  fresh fruit. 
Here comes the food and the gate was locked!   Cardinal to the 
rescue!  Doug and Mark were waiting at the gate when the 
Cardinal pulled up and let them through when he realized they 
were Serrans.  

Pictured is the results after the meal.  I guess they enjoyed it! 

Thank you Serrans!

Serra is ready to give each Altar 
Server a certificate in 
appreciation of  their service.  

https://www.serrainternational.org/news/register-here-new-orleans-convention
https://www.serrainternational.org/news/register-here-new-orleans-convention
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Upcoming Events 
Archdiocese Youth Conference, 
July 31 - August 2, 2020 

For information and video click:

Like Jigsaw Puzzles?  Click this link and see this one 
and many more!  Puzzles  PUZZLES. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

AYC conference
1 

 

  

64th Archdiocesan Youth Conference 
General Information Packet 
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Join us at the Women in White: Celebrating Sisters 
Dinner supporting Vocation Ministry 

Tuesday, September 15, 2020   
at 

The Ballroom at Bayou Place500 Texas Ave, Houston, TX 
77002 

5:30 p.m.  
Cocktails, Dinner & Program honoring Margo Geddie  

 
As it is, these remain: FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE, the three of  them; and the greatest of  them is love. ~ 1 Cor 

13:13
We will be coming together in person or online on September 15th for our 2nd annual benefit dinner that supports 
Vocation Ministry’s mission to promote the priesthood, religious life, and sacramental marriage. We hope you will join 
us either way as the work of  vocations never stops! 
For information about this event click: Women in White. 

Did You Know?

One of the Blue Angels (third from the left) is Frank Zastoupil.  Parents, 
Pat and Kris Zastoupil are members of St. Martha.  I would love to give 
credit to whoever got this amazing photo!

https://one.bidpal.net/vocation2020/welcome
https://www.archgh.org/TCHpuzzles
https://www.archgh.org/offices-ministries/pastoral-educational-ministries/office-of-adolescent-catechesis-and-evangelization/
https://www.archgh.org/offices-ministries/pastoral-educational-ministries/office-of-adolescent-catechesis-and-evangelization/
https://www.archgh.org/TCHpuzzles
https://one.bidpal.net/vocation2020/welcome
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Sat. June 6, Priestly Ordinations —details  TBA 
• Tues. June 9 Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. June 12, Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. 

Mass, St. Martha  
• Thurs. June 18 Outreach Mass: St.Leo the Great, 8:00 a.m., 2131 Lauder RD 
• Mon. June 22, Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s 6:30 p.m. Guest speaker: Shawn Carney, 

40 Days of  Life Co-Founder.  
• July 30  Installation of  Serra Officers   details TBA 
• Sat. Oct. 31, Bishop Sheltz  - Altar Server Appreciation - Altar servers with 5+ years of  service 

-All parishes  - details TBA 

June Birthdays  
1 - Jane Doherty 
2 - Postulant Christina Ann Girau, Apostle 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
2 - Donna Rueby 
4 - Deacon Gary Yepsen, St. Martha 
8 - Sr. Nohemi Lara, CMST, Missionary of 
St. Theresa 
9 - Kathy Farmer 
11 - John Ehlig 
14 - Father Jonathan Moré, St. Martha 
18 - Peggy Rittenhouse 
19-Robin Rueby 
20 - Father Italo Dell’Oro, Archdiocese  
23 - DeeAnna Garland 
24 - Phil Applegate

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, 
please contact President, Mark Halleck, 

mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other 
Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 

marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share 
stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, 
check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

• Prayers for all that we stay safe 
from the Coronavirus 

• Prayers for Sandie Kidd, 
scheduled for surgery. 

All dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned for changes. 

June Ordination Anniversaries 
2 - Deacon James Meshell -St. Mary 
Magdalene
3 - Father Jonathan Moré, St. Martha
3-Father Michael Applegate, St. Michael the 
Archangel
6 - Father Richard McNeilie, Chancery Office of 
Vocations
6 - Father David Angelino, St. Jerome Catholic 
Community
6 - Father Jeff Bame, Archdiocese
24 - Father Felix Osasona, St. Mary Magdalene

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

from: Ginger Snaps, Fun Thoughts on Life,  
compiled by Dian Ritter 

Someone to love, something to do, and something to 
look forward to - these are the ingredients of  a 
happy life. 
No man can be happy unless he feels his life is in 
some way important. 
Solitude is an excellent companion for those who are 
at peace with themselves. 
The best way to know God is to love many things. 
All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all 
I have not seen. 
Life without faith is like a car without gas.  It will 
go downhill, but makes very little up-hill progress.

Our desire for God is the desire that 
should guide all other desires. 

Bread for the Journey, Henri J.M. Nouwen

The more we pray - in the sense of living a 
prayerful life - the more we desire to pray. 

Prayer and Ministry, Henri J.M. Nouwen

Covid Poem
When this is over, 
may we never again 
take for granted 
A handshake with a stranger 
Full shelves at the store 
Conversations with neighbors 
A crowded theatre 
Friday night out 
The taste of  communion 
A routine checkup 
The school rush each morning 
Coffee with a friend 
The stadium roaring 
Each deep breath 
A boring Tuesday 
Life itself. 
When this ends, 
may we find 
that we have become 
more like the people 
we wanted to be  
we were called to be 
we hoped to be 
and may we stay 
that way--better 
for each other 
because of  the worst. 

- Laura Kelley Fanucci 
- https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-

resources/prayer-index/coronavirus-prayers

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/coronavirus-prayers
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/coronavirus-prayers
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/coronavirus-prayers
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/coronavirus-prayers

